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cent on an average in certain ships, especially in the
torpedo boats, where it rose to 95 per cent. As regards
the form they took, it was found necessary to adapt them
to circumstances. It was found very disagreeable having
to dispense with any musical accompaniment; for this
reason, where men's choirs could not be organised, con-
certinas, accordions or violins have to supply the accom-
paniment. A part of the services which came to be usual
was a sort of talk in which professional and family affairs,
and questions of provision for the future, were discussed!
Apart from the above only burials came into my
province, in regard to which I had to interview the
English Naval Commander three times. In two cases,
which occurred before my arrival, the English Naval
Chaplain had officiated at the burial. After my arrival I
was charged with this duty and had permission to go
ashore for this purpose. In this way our comrades were
laid in their last sleep according to the German custom,
although in foreign soil in the Naval Cemetery of Linnes
of Hoy. No German was permitted to take a part,
neither officer nor man, except for me, personally.
Another of those endearing characteristics which the
English at that time displayed to us! I rendered the
honours to the departed quite alone. As my last visit
to the cemetery showed me that the German graves were
left quite uncared for I suggested to the men that a
worthy monument was needed to embellish the graves.
A collection, which was carried out on board all the ships,
produced the gift of 1500 marks, with which I bought a
memorial stone on my return to the homeland. It was,
however, sunk with the Fleet, as it had not then been
landed.
Finally it may be of interest to note the Soldiers'
Councils, stimulated by the Soldiers' Council on board
the light cruiser Emden, occupied themselves with the
question of the retention of chaplains in the Navy. For
those days, since the Revolution, when anything to do